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Dear Mr. Clevdand:

| am writing to respond to your letter of October 31, 2000 requesting the County to identify its desires for im-
provements to Route 17 between Route 105 and the Coleman Bridge as well as its dedres and priorities for
improvements south of Route 105. | gppreciate the opportunity to provide these comments and recommen-
dations and hope that they can be incorporated into planning and budgeting decisons

Frd, with respect to the portion of Route 17 north of Route 105, you are aware that the County opposes
widening the entire length to Sx lanes Snce the leve of congestion does not begin to gpproach that experi-
enced on the southern segments (i.e., south of Route 105).  Ingteed, the County recommends thet the project
soope be adjugted to widen only the segment between Route 105 and Siege Lane (Route 1249) from four to
gx lanes. This would extend the Sx-lane cross section through the commercidly zoned aress jugt north of
Route 105 and dso would dlow safety and congedtion issues in the York High Schod vidnity to be al-
dressed. In addition, the County recommends that gppropriate turning improvementsextensons be induded
at the Goodey Road and Colonid Parkway intersections

With the savings redlized by reducing the project scope as described above, and with other available funds
the County requeststhat VDOT program and implement improvements to the following segments of Route 17:

Priority 1 — Poquoson River Bridge: The exiging crossing of the Poquoson River (i.e, the spill-
way of Hawoods Mill Reservoir) represents a condraint to any future widening. The entire cu-
vet/lbridge system needs to be rebuilt o thet it can accommodate additiond trave lanes and
shoulders and d o be ssfe from flooding thet might occur with asevere gorm surge or in the event
the resarvoir dam is over-topped. This “chokepoint” is located in the mogt severdy and fre-
quently congested segment of Route 17 — the area between Route 134 and Route 620 (Lakeside
Drive) —and it must be corrected before any lane additions can be undertaken. To accommodate
the future widening of ssgments to the north and south, the County recommends thet the dignment
of the bridge be shifted dightly to the west (i.e,, seeking right-of-way from Newport News We
terworks rather than the commercid properties on the eastern Side of the corridor). Since the re-
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congruction of this bridge is an essentid prerequiite to other improvements, the County recom:
mends that it be congdered the highest priority.

Priority 2 — Northbound lanes between Route 134 and Lakesde Drive:  This ssgment of Route
17 experiences savere congestion during most P.M. pesk hours. This occurs because of the Sg-
nificant volumes exiting Route 134 trying to merge into the two dreedy congested northbound
lanes of Route 17. Further exacerbeting the congedtion are the treffic Sgnds a Ella Taylor Road
(Route 751), Heritage Square, and Lakeside Drive. A third northbbound lane would provide addi-
tiond merging cgpadity a the Route 134 exit ramp, and would dlow grester volumes to flow
through the 9gndized intersections up to Lakesde Drive, where a Sgnificant number of vehides
exit Route 17 ether onto Lakesde Drive (eastbound) or Oriana Road (westbound). As noted
above, the County recommends that the entire corridor dignment be shifted dightly to the wed,
acquiring any necessxy right-of-way from Newport News Waterworks, the principd property
owner on thewestern Sde.

Priority 3 — North and southbound lanes between Route 171 and Route 134:  This ssgmat
should be widened to Sx lanes in both directions in recognition of exiging volumes and the i+
creased volumes that will be presant once the WaMart project is completed a the Route
17/Route 171 intersection.

Priority 4 — Southbound lane between Dare Road (Route 621) and Route 134:  This segmernt ex-
periences sgnificant A.M. pesk-hour congestion.  Exiding busness devdopment creates numer-
ous driveway conflict points. An additiond southbound lane and paved shoulder would improve
traffic flow and turing movements Sgnificantly inthisarea

Priority 5 — Northbound lane between Lakesde Drive and Washington Square: Inddlation of the
third lane in this ssgment would tie into the work currently underway in front of Washington
Square and, assuming Priority Nos 1, 2 and 3 had been accomplished, would provide a continu-
ous three-lane capacity from Route 171 to Wolftrgp Road (Route 630).

Again, to reterate, the County’ s recommended top priority is the widening of the bridge crossing the Pogou
son River dnce it is a prerequiste to implementing severd of the other recommendations. If VDOT does not
concur in this recommendation, then our recommended priorities will need to be revised and re-ordered.  If
that isthe case, | trust we will be afforded an opportunity for further discusson and inpu.

| gopreciate the opportunity to prowde these recommendations and requedts for your condderation. Based
on the discussion a our October 24™ mesting, it is my understanding thet your taff will assess these recom
mendations from a cogt gandpoint and report back to us. | redize that the cogt of the aboveliged priorities
will excead the savings likely to result from the adjusted scope for the project north of Route 105. However,
as you might imeagine, the County intends to continue seeking reindatement of some or dl of the $13.3 million
in previoudy “dlocated” Route 17 improvement funds with the hope that some or al of that funding can be
reindtated and gpplied to the needed improvements.

| will look forward to your response. In the meantime, if you have any questions or need additiond informe:
tion, please let me know.



Mr. James C. Clevdad
December 19, 2000

Pege 3
Snoady,

Danid M. Stuck
County Adminidrator
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The Honorable Thomas K. Normert, J.
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